THE SPIRIT of the LORD works with the WORD of the LORD
1 Samuel 16:13-23;  Matthew 5:10-16

"And an evil spirit from the Lord terrorized Saul." What a sad story. Why is the Bible so full of sad stories? Because the world is! And if the Bible is dealing with the real world it must deal with sad stories. Mind you, congregation, it depends on how you look at the passage. Is our text this morning about Saul? Because then it is a very sad story. Or is our text this morning about David? Because that will cast quite a different light. I really think it is about David. Shouldn’t it be about David? Isn’t the Bible really about God and what God is doing and in particular what God is doing to save his people? Yes. And that makes this sad story also a wonderful story. Yes, it must really be about David. If the Bible is really about what God is doing to save his people, because David is a Messiah, because David is a Christ, a saviour of his people, because David is God’s man, a man after God’s heart and he has just been anointed king at God’s command, then the story must be about him, mustn’t it? 

On the other hand, the Bible is about what God is doing to save his people in the world, from the world. And of course until he saves us we are all ‘world’. World in Scripture is not this earth, not usually; world in Scripture is mankind in rebellion against God. We were ‘world’ when God loved us and sent his son to die for us and save us for “God so loved the world that he sent his only begotten son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish but have everlasting life.” And so, you see, the Bible is about life in the world as well. And therefore the story is also about Saul, a picture of the world left to its own devices. Only, God does not leave the world to its own devices merely. “Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed David in the midst of his brothers. And the Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward. And Samuel arose and went to Ramah. Now the Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul and an evil spirit from the Lord terrorized him.” 

We are never neutral in our relationship with God. “He who is not with me is against me,” said Jesus. We live either under God’s blessing or under his curse and his active judgment, in this life, not just the next. “He who does not believe in the name of the Son of God is condemned already,” Jesus himself said, John three, eighteen. 

Our text today introduces a very difficult period in David’s life. He is betwixt and between. He is the king but he’s not on the throne, he’s not recognized. But we all know what that is like because we live between the times as well. You’ve heard of that phrase; or the other phrase made famous, I believe, by the Dutch New Testament scholar, Jan Ridderbos; we live in the 'now and the not yet.'  It’s not an exact parallel with David in detail but it certainly is in principle. 

In the broad sweep of history we live today between the times. The first age is the age of the Old Testament in which the nations of the world were enslaved under the thraldom of the devil up until the time Christ was born. In that age the Gospel and the truth of God went almost only to one little nation, the nation of Israel. The second age was ushered in by the ministry and the death, burial, resurrection and ascension of the Lord Jesus Christ. And by that work “the prince of this world was cast out,”   And demonstrated by the exorcisms Jesus performed. as Jesus told his disciples in John twelve. Jesus has now been given David’s throne. But this new age, this age of Christ’s power has not been brought into full effect yet. Christ, we are told, is still waiting until all things in the world have finally been subdued and put under his feet. He has won the kingdom. The devil has been bound. The Gospel now goes out to all the nations of the world. But, as we read in Hebrews, “We do not yet see all things subjected to him.” The devil is bound but he is not dead yet and he has pretty long and horrendous death-throes. 

So we live in this now and not yet. We live between the time when the devil held almost complete sway over almost all the earth on the one hand, and the time, on the other hand, when Christ will hold complete sway and will be acknowledged as the rightful king and ruler over all things. And satan will then have been cast into the lake of fire, never to trouble God’s creation anywhere, ever again, at all. And this story illustrates that. 

What is happening in our text? What is it teaching us? Between the times while the world goes mad under God’s judgment the Lord’s anointed are the salt of the earth. They are the light of the world. Let’s have a look at this. First of all; 

1.	BETWEEN THE TIMES THE WORLD GOES MAD UNDER GOD’S JUDGMENT 
Saul has rejected the Word of the Lord and the Word of the Lord is the sword of the Lord and it’s two-edged. And, to pick up another figure of speech from the Apostle Paul, it cuts as "an aroma of life to life among those who are being saved but among those who are perishing it is an aroma of death to death." The Spirit of God and the Word of God always work in harmony. They always work together. The Spirit gives power to the spoken word. 

“Because Saul has rejected the Word of the Lord, the Lord has rejected Saul from being king,” chapter fifteen, verse twenty-six. That is the Lord’s Word. The Spirit now carries that Word into powerful effect. “And an evil spirit from the Lord terrorized him.” This is not demon possession as we read about in the New Testament. If I read my Bible rightly, that always resulted in acts of self-mutilation and self-destruction. We may see this here in our text this morning as one of God’s "strange works", as the prophets sometimes put it; a little, perhaps, after the fashion of God sending the angel of death into Egypt to kill the first-born. The spirit is evil in the sense that it terrorized Saul with dark moods and fearful thoughts. 

Well, of course, the Lord’s people are not entirely free from those either but in their case they are from the devil, whose presence and power in the world is limited and controlled by the Spirit of the Almighty. Saul has deliberately disobeyed the Lord so that Samuel says it is deliberate rejection. And God, and Samuel as the Lord’s servant, held Saul responsible. Indeed Saul held himself responsible for acts he committed after this spirit began to afflict him. On two occasions he acknowledged to David his folly and his sin and his wickedness in seeking David’s life while David even protected him when he could easily have killed him.   1 Samuel 24:17; 26:21 He was encouraged to kill him by his servants and he could have got away with it. Saul did not excuse himself and neither may we. 

We have here in an intensified form a picture of what happens, what God does to the world as it rebels against him and rejects him. Romans one tells us that “the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who suppress the truth in unrighteousness.” That is what Saul had done and God’s wrath, God’s curse against him, is revealed. 

There is a process of gradual hardening in sin and a hardening of God’s judgment. You can read about it in Romans chapter one. It begins first of all with mere, as we would think, unthankfulness; then men reject the revelation of God and it ends in perversion and abomination. In the case of Romans one and in our day it ends in homosexuality, the mark of a culture burnt out. In Saul’s case it ended up in witchcraft; the two often go together and witchcraft is around us today also. And it may well end up in greater mental, which is never far from spiritual, distress. 

Sin is deceitful, congregation. It promises much but it never delivers. But because it is rebellion against God, God delivers – judgment on it. 
#	Which reminds us of Nebuchadnezzar, doesn’t it? He strutted about his palace roof one day and he looked over the great city of Babylon and he said, “Has not my hand made this great city?!” And God struck him with madness and he spent seven years in the field eating grass like an ox. But it brought him to repentance. 
#	Or it could remind us of Pharaoh, in perfect sanity, so far as resistance to God is sanity. God hardened the curse upon him and it brought him to judgment. 

People of God, we can see all of these things around us today as our culture more and more rejects and defiantly and arrogantly treads under foot the Word of God. Between the times the world goes mad, sanely mad, under God’s judgment. But secondly,

2.	BETWEEN THE TIMES THE LORD’S ANOINTED ARE THE SALT OF THE EARTH AND THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD
David plays a dual role in Scripture; as the Lord Jesus Christ does, in a way. David is a Christ, he is a saviour of Israel, in foretaste. And he has been anointed, he has authority to rule even though he has not come into his kingdom yet. Just so, the Lord Jesus Christ, The Christ, is anointed by the Holy Spirit at his baptism and yet he had to go through those three years of humiliation upon the earth and even now he has not fully come into his kingdom. And you can see David in this role in our story. 

But David is also the true Israelite, the true believer and the example therefore, in a certain sense, that we are to follow. David is the believer speaking in the Psalms expressing his doubts and his fears and winning through to faith and trust and hope and joy again. But Jesus Christ is The Author behind the author of the Psalms and he too takes them up and shows them to be his own right through his life as he wins out against temptation in the wilderness, and then in Gethsemane, and then on the cross. He goes to the cross singing the Psalms to strengthen him for the great battle. And he cries out from the cross with the words of the Psalms. And we too are to follow him. He’s our example (1 Corinthians 11:1; 1 Peter 2:21). He’s the captain of our salvation (Hebrews 2:10). 

And we can do this because, as we confess in Lord’s Day twelve of the Heidelberg Catechism, “We share in Christ’s anointing.” At Pentecost the ascended Lord poured out his Spirit in power upon the Church and upon each of us; as "the Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward." That was an anointing for office, the offices of prophet, priest and king which we all have. 

Jesus said, "You are the salt of the earth,… you are the light of the world." So there is Saul; and an evil spirit comes upon him from the Lord and terrorizes him. And the man who plays skilfully on his harp, and in doing so brings him healing, is a believer; and his rival! What beautiful irony. Doesn’t God have a sense of humour sometimes? Saul is rejected by God. David is chosen by God; and lo and behold, Saul chooses David too!
#	Does it remind you of Joseph in Egypt? To whom did Pharaoh turn when his dream of seven years’ famine terrifies him? He turns to “he in whom is the spirit of the gods,” as he understood it and put it. 
#	It reminds us of Daniel, who ruled as Prime Minster in three empires. To whom does Belshazzar turn when the hand writes his doom on the wall while he is desecrating the holy cups of the temple of God and drinking to his gods from them? Daniel, a believer, “in whom is the spirit of the gods,” as the queen mother understood it. 

Even though all of these people are members of a subject people, the world could not do without them. 
#	The famine in Joseph’s time was throughout the whole world, we are told; people from all the nations round about came to Egypt for food and there was only food there because Joseph, the believer, was there. The world was saved by Joseph the believer. 
#	Daniel and his three friends with their wisdom and their godliness preserved the knowledge of God. They checked the megalomania of world emperors and preserved those empires from falling into complete degradation. 

So David relieved Saul. Only somewhat, that is true, but Saul is dependent upon the good will and the music and the skill of David the believer. Why, he even comes to love him greatly; as Darius came to love Daniel greatly and grieved that he had cast him into the den of lions. 

Brothers and sisters in the Lord Jesus Christ, we live in a world and we live in a country of self-serving power-hungry, manipulative, godless and wicked leaders, who wilfully lead the nation into rebellion and all sorts of degradation and utter filth. “They that hate me love death,” says the Scriptures. Our world hates God. Our culture is a culture of death. We kill the unborn. We do all we can to prevent conception. Homosexuality is a culture of sterility and death. 

But we are – never forget your influence whether we come to see its effects or not – we are the salt of the earth, we are the light of the world. That’s not a command to us. Jesus is not saying: Be the salt and light of the earth. Not there. It’s a statement of fact. Even if we don’t know how to put it into effect at times, it is we who prevent this world from becoming utterly depraved and completely degraded and driving itself to utter destruction. It’s not a matter for pride. For "what do we have that we have not been given?" Paul would remind us. It’s a matter of grace and thankfulness. But it is a matter of honour and joy, for we are the life of the world as Jesus is the life of the world. Even though the world be putting us to death, and it is putting some of us to death, our brothers and sisters in other parts of the world. “Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness for theirs’ is the Kingdom of Heaven. Blessed are you when men revile you and persecute you and say all kinds of evil against you falsely on account of me. You are the salt of the earth,… you are the light of the world.” That is said to us in the context of persecution. 

Israel lay in the hands of a man under the influence of an evil spirit sent from God but Israel could not do without, and its king, Saul, could not do without the Lord’s anointed. David prevented Saul from falling completely into satan’s power while David himself was being made ready for the throne. “The world lies in the evil one,” John tells us. But it and its rulers cannot do without the Lord’s anointed. They cannot do without us. And brothers and sisters, be it only by prayer – yet what greater work could we do? – and prayer for the leaders of the nations of the world is the work, in respect to the world, that we are explicitly commanded to do. The world and its leaders are preserved in life and kept from complete degradation by us. "You are the salt of the earth…. You are the light of the world." 

CONCLUSION
So we have here in our text this morning a great encouragement for believers. It is interesting how the Bible speaks about salvation sometimes. It speaks about our salvation in the past, the present and the future tense. 
#	We have been saved from the guilt of sin, and we should relax, brothers and sisters. We should rest in that; we should rejoice in it; we should be assured of it. 
#	We are being saved day by day from further sin and from the evil that some in the world would like to do to us, even as David was saved many times over the next decade of his life from his enemy, Saul, and from sin. 
#	But we are also looking forward to our salvation in the future. Romans eight: "We await our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies, for we have been saved in hope" of full salvation yet to come. And as David looked forward to being given the kingdom that was rightfully his, so also, congregation, do we. But in the meantime we play a very important role in bringing good to the world. For our sake the Lord preserves the world and through us he preserves it. Let us then follow our Lord. Let us do good to all men even as he went about healing and doing good, though only one in ten came back to thank him. And above all let us pray for our world. "Be faithful in a few things and when you come into the Kingdom the Lord will make you ruler over many,” says Jesus. 

But perhaps you are not a believer. I’m not saying you’re not a member of the Church. Saul was a member of the Church; he was circumcised as you are baptized; he’d done his Bar Mitzvah as you’ve professed your faith. You could be an office-bearer, but not be a believer. We trust and hope of course that it is not so, but it could be. Think about the great Abraham Kuyper, the Dutch Prime Minister around nineteen hundred. He’d been right through seminary for seven years; he’d been ordained to the Gospel ministry for a few years before he was born again and converted. You can read in Church history of ministers being converted on the pulpit under their own preaching by their own sermons. 

Sin deceives, congregation. From the very beginning we’ve been trying to justify our sin to God and ourselves and we’ve got very, very good at it by now. We even have a woman Presbyterian minister as an active supporter for the Civil Union Bill. We have churches for homosexuals – Saint Matthews in the City in Auckland – not ministering to them, you understand, to convert them, to bring the gospel to them that they be saved. Ministering to them, accepting them just as they are. 

Hebrews tells us that it is possible to become a partaker in some sense of the Holy Spirit but never be converted; to benefit from the Holy Spirit, to be enlightened by the Spirit. 
#	Think about Balaam in the Old Testament who, like Saul, received the Holy Spirit for his office, and by that Spirit made great and wonderful prophecies about Israel. He even said, “Let me die the death of the upright and let my end be like Jacob's” (Numbers 23). He could see the good that God did to Israel but he died an unbeliever and he was lost. 
#	I have mentioned to you before a man who led an evangelist I well knew as a boy to the Lord; and this evangelist that I knew went back to London to visit him many years later and the man was a complete atheist. “It is possible,” says Peter, “to escape the defilements of the world by the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, yet become entangled in them again like a dog returns to its vomit and a sow after washing returns to wallow in the mire.” 

Brothers and sisters, maybe this is very unsettling to you. It is very unsettling, but I do not want to do with you what some prophets did in Israel, when they "healed the wounds of my people lightly." That is, they did not heal the wounds at all. When the infection of our sin is not properly dealt with it will only come out again, even as an infection not properly cured in the human body will. 

With very good intentions, I have no doubt, there is a lot of that going on today. We are not a serious culture. We don’t like to hear about and consider sin. We want quick and ready healing and I have read evangelism programmes that are bringing people into churches but people have no idea, as even some concerned members of those churches are coming to realize, about salvation and redemption and repentance and forgiveness of sins. 

David gave Saul relief and we can be thankful for that. It kept the nation together. But it is a pity that Saul’s servants didn’t send for Samuel rather than David, to deal with him about his sin. 

Well, congregation, whoever you are, where do you stand with the Lord this morning? God is a holy God. The prophet Habakkuk says, "He is of purer eyes than to behold evil and cannot look on iniquity." If we are not born again, if we have never truly confessed and repented of our sins and then turned away from our sins in sorrow; and our sinfulness, the sinful desires of our hearts that respond to temptation – we have to repent of that too – if we have never done that we stand under his judgment. We stand under the Lord’s curse. 

But congregation, friends, God loves sinners. Curse and judgment is not his heart’s desire. He loves sinners so much that he sent his only begotten, his only natural son, in whom was no sin, who only ever did the Father’s will, whom God declared that he was well-pleased with him, whom he declared was his beloved son – he sent him, he gave him, he laid on him the guilt of the sins of the world and he inflicted on him the eternal curse and judgment for sinners, sinners like you and me. God takes no joy in the death of the wicked. 

Or maybe you say, “I’m still young. I will think about serious things like sin and eternity later. Right now I just want to have fun.” But do you know when the Lord might say, “Tonight your soul is required of you by me.” “We don’t know what a day may bring forth,” James warns us. Our lives are like a vapour. You boil the jug and you see the steam rise and in half a minute it is gone. We have no guarantee we’ll get home this afternoon. 

And even if you do, what say God will consider he had explained the Gospel to you enough times and clearly enough and he shall call your dilly-dallying by its proper name, rejection. That was Saul’s sin and God sent an evil spirit to torture him. If we reject his word as Saul rejected God’s Word, one way or another that sin will grow in us like a great infection and we do not know where it will end – like the gross sins we are surrounded with; madness, witchcraft. 

Why will you die my friends? For that is the end result – a lost eternity, judgment forever. Now, this age, this moment is the day of the Lord’s grace. This is the day he offers salvation. Jesus has died. He’s borne the punishment for sin. His blood was shed that sinners might live and he offers his salvation freely to all who come in contriteness of heart, true sorrow over their sin and a genuine determination to leave it behind and seek after righteousness. Why should that not be you? 
Amen.
John Rogers, Reformed Church of the North Shore, 5th December, 2004

